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GSATS Safety Action Plan 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Grand Strand Area Transportation Study (GSATS) is the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) responsible for transportation 
planning and programming in portions of Horry County and Georgetown 
County in South Carolina and portions of Brunswick County in North 
Carolina.   

We invite you to join us during a public meeting at one of the 
dates and locations most convenient to gain insight into the safety 
concerns to help in the development of the Safety Action Plan. 

We welcome your feedback! 

The Safe System approach to 
roadway safety is FHWA’s 

initiative to achieve the zero 
deaths vision.  GSATS is 

committed to implementing the 
Safe System Approach for their 
service area, which begins with 

the development of a Safety 
Action Plan.  In 2022, GSATS was 

awarded a Safe Streets and Roads 
for All (SS4A) grant for the 

development of this 
comprehensive Safety Action Plan 

(SAP).  This plan will identify the 
most significant roadway safety 

concerns in the region and 
strategies to address roadway 

safety issues aimed at reducing 
and eliminating serious-injury and 
fatal crashes affecting all roadway 

users.  The SAP is the is the first 
step toward implementing safety 

improvements with federal 
funding from the SS4A program. 

When: 12:00PM – 2:00PM 

Where: City of Myrtle Beach Train Depot 

Location:  851 Broadway St, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

When: 5:00PM – 7:00PM 

Where: Georgetown County Waccamaw Library 

Location:  41 St. Paul’s Place, Pawleys Island, SC 29585 

When: 12:00PM – 2:00PM 

Where: City of North Myrtle Beach; City Hall 

Location:  1018 2nd Avenue South, North Myrtle Beach SC 29582 

When: 5:00PM – 7:00PM 

Where: Town of Ocean Isle Beach – Town Hall 

Location:  111 Causeway Drive, Ocean Isle Beach, NC 29469 

www.GSATSSafetyActionPlan.com 

August 5, 2024 

August 6, 2024 

Take our online survey here: 
https://metroquestsurvey.com/kt06p 

 

http://www.gsatssafetyactionplan.com/
https://metroquestsurvey.com/kt06p
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GSATS The Safe System Approach 
The Safe System approach to roadway safety is FHWA’s initiative to achieve the zero deaths vision.  The 
Grand Strand Area Transportation Study (GSATS) is the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
responsible for transportation planning and programming in portions of Horry County and Georgetown 
County in South Carolina and portions of Brunswick County in North Carolina.  GSATS is committed to 
implementing the Safe System Approach for their service area, which begins with the development of a 
Safety Action Plan.  In 2022, 
GSATS was awarded a Safe 
Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) 
grant for the development of this 
comprehensive Safety Action 
Plan (SAP).  This plan will identify 
the most significant roadway safety 
concerns in the community and 
strategies to address roadway 
safety issues aimed at reducing 
and eliminating serious-injury and 
fatal crashes affecting all roadway 
users.  The SAP is the first step 
toward implementing safety 
improvements with federal funding 
from the SS4A program. 
 

 

Proven Safety Countermeasures
 

• Local Road Safety Plans • Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements 
• Lighting • Medians and Pedestrian Refuge Islands  
• Rumble Strips and Rumble Stripes • Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons 
• Wide Edge Lines • Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons 
• Appropriate Speed Limits for All Road Users • Walkways 
• Bicycle Lanes  

 
 

 

www.GSATSSafetyActionPlan.com 

http://www.gsatssafetyactionplan.com/
http://www.gsatssafetyactionplan.com/
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GSATS SS4A Public Engagement Round 2 Comment Form Responses 

Q1: What does this Safety Action Plan address that is important to you? 

- For the most part yes 
- Templates to apply to future projects 

Q2: What additional elements should be included in the Safety Action Plan? 

- Grissom Parkway & 67th Street exit needs attention. Turn off lane only holds 10 
vehicles. Sometimes there has been 40-50 vehicles waiting to make a turn and they 
“spill over” to another lane. Dangerous! 

- I-5 – 38th Ave North of 17 – bypass desperately needs a multi-use path and 
pedestrian crossing infrastructure across 17 bypass. There is an existing multi-use 
path along Wild Iris Drive (just up Arundle Rd) and there are sidewalks and bike 
lanes along 38th Ave. But there is a noticeable 200’ gap in bike and pedestrian 
infrastructure along Arundle Road.  

- Strategies to pursue future funding. 

Q3: General comments: 

- Crosswalks at 44th and Pine Lakes Drive, 48th and Camellia, and 48th and Little River 
- Hanging signs are needed on 17 Bypass at major intersections – 10th, 21st, 29th, and 

38th. Visitors get to these intersections, look up and do not know where they are. 
Thank you! 

- The right turn land from northbound 17 Bypass to 38th Avenue eastbound needs to 
be extended. The current turn lane is too short. The queue for through northbound 
traffic often backs up 1,000 feet or more. Much of this queue is traffic wanting to 
turn right, but can’t because they can’t reach the right turn lane. Allowing them to 
access the turn lane sooner would shorten the queue.  

- Deborah Mingo – traffic flow, intersection, hoping better than hard scrabble mess 
- This study is a great value to the region.  





 

 

The GSATS Safety Action Plan seeks to 
identify the most significant roadway safety 
concerns in the region and strategies to address 
roadway safety issues aimed at reducing and 
eliminating serious injury and fatal crashes 
affecting all roadway users. 

www.GSATSSafetyActionPlan.com 

When: 12:00PM – 2:00PM 

Where: City of Conway, Planning & Development OƯice 

Location:  196 Laurel St, Conway, SC 29526 

When: 5:00PM – 7:00PM 

Where: Waccamaw Regional Council of Governments 

Location:  1230 Highmarket Street, Georgetown, SC 29440 

When: 12:00PM – 2:00PM 

Where: Ocean Isle Beach Town Hall – Conference Room 

Location:  111 Causeway Drive, Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469 

When: 5:00PM – 7:00PM 

Where: Myrtle Beach - Train Depot 

Location:  851 Broadway Street, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

December 16, 2024 

December 17, 2024 

COME JOIN US AT ONE OF OUR 
DROP-IN STYLE PUBLIC MEETINGS 

FIND OUT MORE BY 

VISITING THE 

PROJECT WEBSITE 

GSATS Safety Action Plan 
Safe Streets and Roads for All 





 

 

 
The GSATS Safety Action Plan seeks to identify 

the most significant roadway safety concerns in the 
region and strategies to address roadway safety 
issues aimed at reducing and eliminating serious 
injury and fatal crashes affecting all roadway users. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Intersections 

ID County  Municipality Location 

1 Horry Conway US 501 at Four Mile Road 
2 Horry  US 17 and S-71 (Woodland Dr) 
3 Horry N Myrtle Beach US 17 and Robert Edge Pkwy  
4 Horry  SC 9 and SC 57 
5 Horry Myrtle Beach US 17 and S-263 (38th Ave N) 
6 Horry Surfside Beach US 17 Bus and S-517 (Melody Lane) 
7 Georgetown  SC 707 and S-878 (Old Kings Hwy) 
8 Georgetown  US 17 and US 17 Bus  
9 Horry Myrtle Beach US 17 Bus and 21st Avenue N 

10 Horry N Myrtle Beach SC 31 and Robert Edge Pkwy Interchange 

www.GSATSSafetyActionPlan.com 

 

GSATS Safety Action Plan 

Proven Safety Countermeasures 
Local Road Safety Plans 
Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements 
Lighting 
Medians and Pedestrian Refuge Islands 
Rumble Strips and Rumble Stripes 
Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons 
 

Wide Edge Lines 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons 
Appropriate Speed Limits for All Road Users 
Walkways 
Bicycle Lanes 
 

N 

http://www.gsatssafetyactionplan.com/
http://www.gsatssafetyactionplan.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Corridors 

ID County  Municipality Location 

1 Horry Conway US 501 (Church St) from 16th Ave (US 501 Bus) to Mill Pond Rd – (0.41 miles) 
2 Horry N Myrtle Beach US 17 from 9th Ave S to Robert Edge Pkwy (SC 31) /Main St – (0.77 miles) 
3 Brunswick  NC 211 from Palmetto Creek Way to Fisher King Dr – (0.80 miles) 
4 Horry  SC 90 from S-1173 (Bombing Range Rd) to S- 638 (Star Bluff Rd) – (0.92 miles) 
5 Horry  US 17 Bus from Murdock Rd to S-71 (Woodland Dr) – (0.31 miles) 
6 Georgetown  US 17 from Southgate Ct to S-867 (Old Plantation Dr) – (0.61 miles) 
7 Horry  SC 707 (Socastee Blvd) from Manor Cir to Weeks Dr – (0.76 miles) 
8 Horry Conway US 501 (Church St) from S-165 (Cultra Rd) to S-1344 (Medlan Pkwy) – (0.90 miles) 
9 Horry  SC 544 from (S-1121) Singleton Ridge Rd to Buccaneers Cove – (0.75 miles) 

10 Horry Conway US 701 from Boundary Street to Columbia Dr – (0.78 miles) 
11 Horry N Myrtle Beach SC 65 (N. Ocean Blvd) from Shorehaven Dr to SC 9 – (0.36 miles) 

N 
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MetroQuest Survey Results



Welcome 
Page









Priority 
Ranking



1. Bicycle Safety
2. Traffic Congestion
3. Road Conditions
4. Pedestrian Safety
5. Intersection Safety
6. Speeding or Speed
7. Red Light Running
8. Driving Under the Influence
9. Aggressive Driving
10. Golf Cart/Moped Use
11. Incident Clearing Times
12. Driveway Access





These are comments from the ranking screen.  Participants could add a comment for each ranking option:

1. Bicycle Safety - education for bike rules of the road, lack of facilities and/or connections, enforcement of bike lane designation.

2. Traffic Congestion – congestion is causing crashes, congestion increasing with population, expansion is outpacing capacity, more roundabouts, signal timing 
improvements,  congestion contributes to red light running, congestion contributes to blocked intersections and access points, invest in transit, and more 
route options/alternative routes.

3. Road Conditions – most comments are congestion related. One comment suggests improved maintenance schedules.

4. Pedestrian Safety – missing connections, lack of facilities, electric bikes on sidewalks is a theme in 1 and 4, missing crosswalks, and invest in transit.

5. Intersection Safety – limited sight distances for left turns due to signage/landscaping obstructions, pedestrian safety due to lack of accommodations, and 
enforcement.

6. Speeding or Speed – comments relate to enforcement and aggressive driving.  Comments for 4 also relate to speed and aggressive driving.  

7. Red Light Running – enforcement, cameras, advanced warning systems, and increased yellow phasing.

8. Driving Under the Influence – develop a public reporting system/hotline and distracted driving was mentioned in most comments.

9. Aggressive Driving – develop a public reporting system/hotline, tailgating is a problem, and weaving to rush through traffic was mentioned.

10. Golf Cart/Moped Use – speeding on multi-use paths, driving on roads at night, adding licensing for golf carts, and banning them from the road.

11. Incident Clearing Times – congestion is causing additional crashes and there is a need for improved traffic direction during responses.

12. Driveway Access – too many access points, add frontage roads, and improperly signed turns.

Hwy 57 N and Hwy 9 E has been mentioned in several comments.
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Strategies







Education



Education

These are not ranked against one 
another.  They are an indication 
of the importance of each to the 

individual.



Engineering



Engineering

These are not ranked against one 
another.  They are an indication 
of the importance of each to the 

individual.



Enforcement



Enforcement

These are not ranked against one another.  
They are an indication of the importance of 

each to the individual.



Emergency Response



Emergency Response

These are not ranked 
against one another.  

They are an indication of 
the importance of each 

to the individual.



Wrap Up








